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Principles for 
characterisation

the relationship between characterisation, governance & 
development . . . 

‘landscape’s meaning has . . . [changed] from being a
polity constituted by common thing meetings treating
substantive things that matter, to becoming a spatial
assemblage of physical things as matter.’

Olwig, K 2013 in Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human Geography 95.3
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characterisation

Law Ting Holm – open air assembly site, Shetland

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Assembly-Project/125731930802039



Principles for 
characterisation

‘crap places kill people . . . great places . . . . bring life
. . . . by bringing purpose and meaning to people - not
just in the finished product, but in the process . . . . by
getting people to build it themselves . . . . The arduous
common task creates community - which is common
life . . . .’
Rowe, C. 10 October 2012; http://www.theglasshouse.org.uk/blog-
entry/_/if-crap-places-kill-people-what-can-great-places-do/68/



Case study

Govan (Glasgow)

www.rcahms.gov.uk



Case study

Govan Old Parish Church

http://thegovanstones.org.uk/                
http://weavingtruthwithtrust.wordpress.com



Case study

Govan c. A.D. 1000
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Case study

Govan c. A.D. 2000
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Case study

Govan Burgh Survey

Dalglish & Driscoll 2009 Historic Govan. Historic Scotland.



Case study

Visions and plans:

• Central Govan Action Plan (McInally Associates 2005)

• A Conservation Plan for Govan (David Robertson 2006) & 
other proposals

• Water Row Visioning (Edo Architecture 2012) & 
related projects and activities



The historic landscape as material asset

Central Govan Action Plan, McInally Associates 2005

Case study



Case study

The historic landscape: connection & disconnection

Central Govan Action Plan, McInally Associates 2005



Case study

The historic landscape: connection & disconnection

Govan Workspace Ltd. 2006



http://somethingismissinggovan.wordpress.com/ http://weavingtruthwithtrust.wordpress.com/



http://www.gcin.org.uk/diving-for-pearls.html

http://www.aboutuswithoutus.com/



http://http://edoarchitecture.com/ http://waterrow.org



The upshot

Problem-orientated characterisation



The upshot

Public & collaborative characterisation



The upshot

Emergent characterisation

http://waterrow.org



The upshot

Problem-orientated, public & collaborative, emergent 
characterisation

‘great places . . . . bring life . . . . by getting people to
build it themselves . . . . The arduous common task
creates community - which is common life’

Rowe, C 2012

Landscape: ‘a polity constituted by common thing
meetings treating substantive things that matter’

Olwig, K 2013


