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Introduction

A Characterisation'character assessment is a widelgcepted way of
looking at / working with landscape. It is encouraged by the
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A It is sometimes thought to be a straightforward, descriptive, easy,
scientific, objective and repeatable process, but all of these

assumptions can be challenged. The idea of landscape itself of
course demands a very wide interpretatifffi?|

A Alongside the ELC, there are two other relevant frameworks to take
Into accountS3]|¢
I the Faro Convention with its transferable principles about the

relationship between heritage (and by implications, landscape) and
human rights and societal imperatives,, and

I the SPB on Landscape, and the role of trdasiain landscape
research and of landscape as a concept in broad areas of policy.
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Aeverywhere and everyday as well
as special areas,
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A dynamic, sociallyand culturally
embedded,

Atranscending nature v. Culture

Asense of place, identity
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Three framing devices >

Landscapesocial challenges andter-disciplinarity
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LCA/HL@tc In the UK

A Some parts of Europe have little or no tradition of
LCA/HLC or similar approaches, and in other
countries very different methods altogether are Iin
use[S4]|But in the UK, England alone use®
methods (and other methodsnore or less distinctive
exist in in WalesLandmap HL registers, Scotland
HistoricLanduseAssessment), not to mention the
WIAGAY3I [ YR&aOlLISaQ [ LILJ
different approaches to seascapes [S5]

A Why? Does the question need asking?
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n. . . U mpdrianbanaread. It includes land,
inland water and marine areasoELC art 2

Historic Seascape Characterisation
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HLC + HSC sub-seaflog
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First, this is what HLC can look like (using just one map amongs.sf?.
that can be drawn from the complex HLC GIS datald&sss10]
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S7
Somerset and Exmoor HLC, interpretative maps

Enclosed area grouped by Interpretation Wl Common
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