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Introduction 

Å Character/isation/character assessment is a widely-accepted way of 
looking at / working with landscape. It is encouraged by the 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ό9[/ύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ 
character ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƳŀƴκ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ κ 
interactio.n [slide (S)1]  

Å It is sometimes thought to be a straightforward, descriptive, easy, 
scientific, objective and repeatable process, but all of these 
assumptions can be challenged. The idea of landscape itself of 
course demands a very wide interpretation [S2] 

Å Alongside the ELC, there are two other relevant frameworks to take 
into account [S3] ς  
ï the Faro Convention with its transferable principles about the 

relationship between heritage (and by implications, landscape) and 
human rights and societal imperatives,, and  

ï the SPB on Landscape, and the role of trans-domain landscape 
research and of landscape as  a concept in broad areas of policy. 
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EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE CONVENTION  

Landscape is: ñan area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result 

of the action & interaction of natural and/or human factorsò (ELC, article 1)  

S1 
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Ψ[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ΨǎŎŜƴŜǊȅΩΣ 
the natural environment, or even 
ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΩΣ ōǳǘΥ 

Å  the ideas and concepts in the ELC,  

Åeverywhere and everyday as well 
as special areas,  

Å  ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ  

Å  Ψŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΦΦΦΩ  

Å dynamic, socially- and culturally-
embedded,  

Å  transcending nature v. Culture 

Åsense of place, identity 

S2 
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European 
Landscape 
Convention 
C of E, 2000 

The Faro Convention: 
The Value of Cultural 
Heritage for Society 

C of E, 2005 

Ψ[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘΩ  

Science Policy Briefing 41  

ESF/COST, 2010 

Three framing devices  
Landscape, social challenges and inter-disciplinarity 

S3 

5 
graham.fairclough@ncl.ac.uk March 2014 



LCA/HLC etc in the UK 

ÅSome parts of Europe have little or no tradition of 
LCA/HLC or similar approaches, and in other 
countries very different methods altogether are in 
use [S4].But in the UK, England alone uses two 
methods (and other methods, more or less distinctive 
exist in in Wales - Landmap, HL registers, Scotland - 
Historic Landuse Assessment), not to mention the 
Ψ[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ 
different approaches to seascapes [S5]  

ÅWhy? Does the question need asking? 
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Historic Seascape Characterisation 

ñ... urban and peri-urban areas. It includes land, 

inland water and marine areasò ELC art 2 
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First, this is what HLC can look like (using just one map amongst many 
that can be drawn from the complex HLC GIS databases [S6 ς 10] 

S6 

Liz Williams 

this map gf 
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Somerset and Exmoor HLC, interpretative maps 

Oscar Aldred 
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