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Programme for today

Welcome!

09:20 Rewilding – concepts, scientific background, and 

current state of the science (Jens-Christian Svenning)

09:40 Rewilding in Sweden – history and practice 

(Carl-Gustaf Thulin)

10:00 Rewilding in cultural landscapes – conflict or 

opportunity? (Regina Lindborg)

Coffee break



KSLA Wallenberg Seminar Stockholm, 19 November 2019

Programme for today

10:50 Growing wildlife populations and trophic rewilding 

in Sweden (Joris Cromsigt)

11:10 Rewilding taking place – reflections from European 

experiences for a Swedish outlook (Linnéa Falk)

11:30 Joint discussion: Moving forward – which role 

should rewilding play in Swedish conservation 

policy and practice? 

12:30 End of seminar

Joined lunch (and continued discussion)
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Rewilding – a new idea?
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www.rewildingeurope.com
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➢ Originally: strong focus on bringing back large mammals

➢ Today: broader focus on restoring ecosystem complexity

Source: Pachyornis (DeviantArt)

Rewilding – more than fauna restoration!
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Rewilding – more than large wilderness areas!

Source: RewildingEurope

Chernobyl exclusion zone
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➢ Originally: focus on large, wild places

➢ Today: rewilding approaches thought to be useful to 

address many spatial scales

Photo: T Kuemmerle

Bohemian Switzerland

Rewilding – more than large wilderness areas!
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Returning ‘wildness’ to our landscapes
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➢ Increasingly focus on 

restoring ecosystem 

complexity in human-

dominated landscapes
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Rewilding – rising criticism?
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➢ Definition of rewilding?

❖Increasingly less clear what is meant by rewilding?

➢ Relationship to other fields quite unclear

❖Including: restoration ecology, landscape ecology, 

agroecology, ecosystem ecology, …

➢ Links to ‘classic’ conservation science and practice?

❖Including: protecting wilderness areas, reintroductions

➢ Risk of rewilding? 

❖E.g. unintended consequences of introductions

➢ Targets and endpoints for rewilding? 

❖For example: what is wild and wilderness?

Rewilding – so what is it?
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Polish/Czech borderland around 1820
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What is wild?
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➢ Public perception of rewilding?

Rewilding – public perception?
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Conflicts with other forms of conservation?
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Estel et al. (2015), Remote Sensing of Environment

➢ Declining 

agricultural areas 

across Europe

➢ Since 2006 alone:

>20,000 km²

Opportunities for rewilding!

1% 10% 20%

Agricultural abandonment 

between 2001-2012
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Rewilding is 

happening!

Quelle: Spiegel Online 2018



KSLA Wallenberg Seminar Stockholm, 19 November 2019

➢ Relevance for Sweden?

❖Where? How?

❖Which scales should be targeted?

➢ What is rewilding? 

❖Do we need a clear definition?

❖Distinction from other conservation approaches?

❖General principals applicable across scales?

➢ What are appropriate baselines?

❖Appropriate baselines?

❖Goals and endpoints? 

❖Risks and unwanted outcomes?

Some guiding questions
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www.rewildingeurope.com

Discussion
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Moving forward – which role 

should rewilding play in Swedish 

conservation policy and practice? 

Photo: Kuemmerle / Dorresteijn
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Thank you for joining us today!

@BiogeoBerlin tobias.kuemmerle@hu-berlin.de


