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Forests provide a serles of ecosystem services that are cruclal to our soclety. In the
European Unlon (EU), forests account for approximately 38% of the total land surface’.
These forests are Important carbon sinks, and thelr conservation efforts are vital for
the EU’s vislon of achleving climate neutrality by 2050°. However, the Increasing
demand for forest services and products, driven by the bloeconomy, poses challenges
for sustalnable forest management. Here we use fine-scale satellite datato observe an
Increase Inthe harvested forest area (49 per cent) and an Increase In blomass loss

(69 per cent) over Europe for the perlod of 2016-2018 relative to 2011-2015, with large

losses occurring on the Iberlan Peninsulaand In the Nordic and Baltic countries.

Satellite Imagery further reveals that the average patch size of harvested area
Increased by 34 per cent across Europe, with potential effects on blodiversity, soll
Unsupporte d eroslon and water regulation. The Increase In the rate of forest harvestis the resultof
po li cy the recent expanslon of wood markets, as suggested by econometric Indicatorson
] forestry, wood-based bloenergy and Internatlonal trade. If such a high rate of forest
conclusions harvest continues, the post-2020 EU vislon of forest-based climate mitigation may be

Change in harvested forest area hampered, and the additional carbon losses from forests would require extra
2016-2018 versus 2004-2015 (%) emission reductions In other sectors In order to reach climate neutrality by 2050°.
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Nature Editorial
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How Europe can fix
its forests data gap

Harvest increase of near 50%, SE+FI| half the increase

”Surge in harvesting may reduce forests’ ability to absorb carbon”
“Takes long for new young trees to absorb harvested carbon”
Increase in harvests said to be driven by bioenergy demand
Bioeconomy strategy successful economically, but at "ecological cost”

If forest harvesting continues at current rate then difficult to meet 30%
protected areas as per biodiversity strategy

The European Union mustimprove how it
collects forest data, which are essential to its

ambitions in biodiversity and climate change.
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Timeis
running
out. Forest
exploitation
cannot
continue at
thecurrent
rate.”

“Meeting renewable energy targets means burning all of Europe’s harvest”

"The planned forest observatory is a crucial development, and one for which
the commission deserves to be commended”

”Once its (satellite) data become available, EU member states need to
incorporate them into the official statistics that policymakers use to make
decisions — for example, when planning strategies to reach net-zero
emissions.”

”Manual forest surveys” are “important” “but in some cases carried out at
decadal intervals”

A “dedicated observatory will provide much more timely data”

”(Forest) exploitation cannot continue at the current rate”




" " 1 week!
Timeline ‘
May Apr l 1 Jul \I
2019 2020 I 2020

Review process Article +

Article

Today

Dec
2020

Editorial

Article

accepted

(JQ/
Rebuttal Ol
submitted

v

&

Rebuttal
published
5

Very high
Altmetrics

ot Various

refs in
campaigns

|
|
|
| |
l published I
Science : :
response | I
| |
| |
I Q Search T e International edition I
d Guardian |
I Europe losing forest to harvesting at I
I alarming rate, data suggests I
Media I
attention SVENSKA DAGBLADET
I Europas skogar huggs er -
|  takten snabbast i Sverigk
| |
| |
. . |
Official B Sweden NFI,
action I Forest Board
|
|

EC Forestry
Committee







Very quick & firm rebuttal by Swedish authorities

>/
¢ SKOGSSTYRELSEN

Felaktig statistik om avverkning i tidskriften

Nature

Nyhet - 03 juli 2020

Tidskriften Natures artikel om drastiskt 6kade avverkningar stammer inte med svensk
statistik och bygger pa tveksamma metoder. Detta enligt statistiker och forskare pa

Skogsstyrelsen och Sveriges lantbruksuniversitet.

Flera statistikkallor styrker att avverkningen inte
har okat

Nyhet | Statistik - 06 oktober 2020

| en uppmarksammad artikel i tidskriften Nature havdar ett forskarlag att avverkningen
inom EU okat lavinartat under senare ar. Skogsstyrelsen har nu gatt igenom flera
oberoende statistikkallor for att tydliggora att dessa uppgifter ar felaktiga.
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Errors Undermine Reported
Harvests in a Recent Nature
Article
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Main flaws in Ceccherini et al.:

1. They used a remote sensing product that is not consistent over time and cannot
be used for temporal analyses.

2. They did not factor out the natural disturbances. We identified several areas of
natural disturbances claimed to be wood harvest.

3. Insinuations that harvest increase is due to bioeconomy growth. This is not
supported by their shown data.

17.10.2020 'WWW.EFLINT






Altmetrics score (=impact beyond citations)

Cf. Rockstrém et al. 2009. A safe operating
space for humanity (Planetary Boundaries)
scores 923

ATTENTION SCORE IN CONTEXT
*

This research output has an Altmetric Attention Score of 801. This is our high-level measure of the

Q quality and quantity of online attention that it has received. This Attention Score, as well as the ranking

and number of research outputs shown below, was calculated when the research output was last

mentioned on 16 November 2020.

ALL RESEARCH OUTPUTS

#10,618

of 16,331,297 outputs

Altmetric has tracked 16,331,297 research outputs across all sources so far. Compared
to these this one has done particularly well and is in the 99th percentile: it's in the top
5% of all research outputs ever tracked by Altmetric.

OUTPUTS FROM OUTPUTS OF OUTPUTS OF
NATURE SIMILAR AGE SIMILAR AGE FROM
NATURE
1,402 #/774

H32

of 708 outputs

of 76,912 outputs of 291,222 outputs
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La perdita di foreste naturali in Estonia

Un documento pubblicato su Nature in luglic ha rievato che 'Estonia ha uno det pid alt tassi df perdia dl foreste in Europa..

In tiny Estonia, a fraught debate: What are forests for?

This article has been revteed to cormea several facwal errors and to provide more cantext concerning the operations of..

Estonia’s ‘holy forests’ threatened by demand for biofuels

Vihen Arvo Sepp was a bay In Sovies ruded central Estonia, his parents would walk into the forese, carrying gifts

Estonia’s ‘holy forests’ threatened by demand for biofuels

Yihen Arvo Sepp was 3 bay In Soviet ruled central Estoni, his parents would walk into the forest, camrying gifts.

bild der wissenschaft 09-2020 - wissenschaft.de

Zuden Nachrichten in der Rubrik ,Magazin® in der bild der wissenschaft Ausgabe 0502020, finden Sle hier die Quatien und weiterfu..

Naukowcy nie majq ztudzer. Nowe dane dotyczace polskich laséw

Slyszymy, 2ewPoisce prayhywa zasobow lesrych. Tojednak nlenaczy, sedatycry tolasow starych, naturalnyeh.

Eesti ja kogu Euroopa metsaraie on jérsult hoogustunud

Patjud melst on panruud Eestl erf paigus tahele, et metsal on iimasel ajal kahtlaset saged kambeks kaduda,

L'Europa raccoglie troppa legna: a rischio i piani contro il cambiamento climatico - Galileo

Faresie pil estese ma troppo glovard || 38% della superficle del Vecchio Continente & occupata da foreste, & fUniane Europes..

En Europa se acelerd la pérdida de dreas forestales

Notidas destacadas de Medio Ambiente Un Informe publicado en L revista Nature sefiala que este continente ha perdido en los i..

News story from Slate France on Saturday 04 July 2020

Tuore Nature-artikkeli yliarviol karkeasti metsien kytn lisyst Euroopassa

FAO:N tlastojen mukaan EU makden hakiuut kasvahvat 2011:2018 vain vilsl prosenttia

News story from Publico on Friday 03 July 2020

Ymsn

News story from Publico on Friday 23 October 2020

News story from Publico on Monday 31 August 2020

Estonia’s ‘holy forests’ threatened by demand for biofuels

When Anvo Sepp was a boy In Sovteteruled central Estonia, his parents woud walk Into the forest, carrying gifts.

L'exploitation des foréts européennes a augmenté de 49% en quelques années

Nous

News story from Publico on Saturday 08 August 2020
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In Europa si tagliano sempre pil alberi

Le foreste ewropet sono In espansione anno su anno, dicono | datl: tra il 1930 ¢ Il 2015 a superficie forestata del continerte &..

Europe losing forest to harvesting at alarming rate, data suggests

Kise In harvesting could affect abilky ta combat cimate crisls due to carbon abscepeion capacity redhucing Europe has st a..

Holzernte-Explosion in Europa?: Kahlschlag aus heiterem Himmel

Einvon Trockenhett gezekchnete Rchtenbestand Im Landkrets Markisch Oderiand. Bild; dpa Betreten die Eurapder nun

nous samenes appayés sur des couches dinformations spatialisées sur le couvert arbeed, avec une résalution spatiale de 30..
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Europas skogar huggs ner - Sverige leder ligan | SvD

Hilller vi pd att sdga oss siiva | foten? | veckans Kimatkeéaika skriver jag om en ny studie | tidskriften Nature som vacker frd..

Europas skogar huggs ner - takten snabbast i Sverige | SvD

Europas skogar huggs ner | ett alt hogre tempo, enlgt en iy stude, Snabbast okar aveerkningen | Sverige.
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En Europe, la surface des foréts se réduit  cause de I'accélération des coupes d'arbres BFMTV

De nouvelies dornées satedlites monsrent que 'Europe perd en surface forestiére  un rythme effrené depus quelques années.

n En Europe, la surface des foréts se réduit  cause de 'accélération des coupes d‘arbres
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LU'Europe a perdu une importante superficie de fordts ces demidres anntes, révelent de nouvelles données satelitaires analysées..

Nieuwe boskapstudie oogst direct kritiek

Hes gekapt bosgedled in ELropa & de Latste jaren met bina de haift toegenamen,

UE: la raccolta di legname mette a rischio gli obiettivi climatici

Credits Couleur da Pleabay Nel giro of due annl la raccolta d legname ha ridotto | blomassa defie foreste europee del 70% (Rl..,

Polska w europejskiej czotéwce wycinki drzew

O 2nikanlu kxstw Europy w zastraszapcym tempie Informuje czasoplsmo "Nature”. Z ustalen naukowcow pod auspicjaml KomisjL.,

Los satélites detectan un brusco aumento de la explotacion forestal en Europa

Los basques representan aproximadamente el 38 % de [a superficie de fa Unién Europea y proparclonan serviclos esenciakes para...

News story from Finanz Nachrichten on Thursday 02 July 2020

Baumfallungen in der EU haben stark zugenommen

Ein Mann lest bay SPRA{0paAFY) - Der b In den Landerm der EU hat.

Baumfallungen in der EU haben stark zugenommen

Der Holzenschiag In den Landern der EU hat skch drastisch erhént Von 2016 bis 2018 lag dle Holzentnahme um 43 Prozent héner...

Europa: Boom bei der Waldrodung

Abholzungs Schub: in Europa hat die Waldrodurg ab dem Jahr 2016 deutlich zugenommen.

Satellites reveal a 49 per cent increase in tree felling in Europe

Arterralinwersal images Group There has been a farge increase in the rumber of trees felled and remonved from European farests,

Forest harvesting in Europe threatens climate goals: study

‘Anrual forest harvesting In 26 Europ S0 percent during 20162018 camp: an average of the.

Mehr Waldrodungen: Satellitenbilder zeigen, wie Walder in Europa abgeholzt werden

Wienn es um Waldrodungen geht, bicken wir haufig nach Erasfien oder Borneo, Sex jahren muss der Regenwald dort.,.

Europe losing forest to harvesting at alarming rate, data suggests

Rse n harvesting coud affect ablity to combat dimate crists due to carban absorption capadity reducing Eurape has losta.,

- Holzeinschlag in EU drastisch gestiegen

in.den Landern der EU hat sich drastisch erhént: Von 2016 bis 2018 wurden fast doppelt ...
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Forest harvesting in Europe threatens climate goals: study

Annual forest harvesting in 26 European countries Increased nearly 50 percent during 20162018 compared to an average of the...

Uuring: metsaraie on kasvanud hiippeliselt Gle terve Euroopa

Mates 2016, aastast on kasvanud huppelser nil ralutava metsa ulatus 4l ka selle kdigus eemaldatava blomass| hulk, vityad..

Los satélites detectan un brusco aumento de la explotacién forestal en Europa

Enlos Utimos afios el drea bostosa ewropea d da 2 la sivicuitura ha !

43%,afawez que se ha eleadoun 69 .,

Los satélites detectan un brusco aumento de la explotacién forestal en Europa

Los bosques representan apraximadamente of 38 % de  superfide de la Unian Europea y propordonan serices esendales para..

Forest harvesting in Europe threatens climate goals: study

[BSSVAFF) « Annuaf forest harvesting In 26 European countries increased nearly SO percent during 2016-2018 compared to an...

Baumfallungen in der EU haben stark zugenommen

ISPRA (dpa-AFX) - Der Holzerschiag 1n den Landern der EU hat sich drastisch erhéht: Von 2016 bis 2012 lag die Halzentnahme um...

Baumfallungen in der EU haben stark zugenommen

ISPRA (dpa-AFX) - Der Holzeirachiag in den Landern der EU hat sich drastisch erhoht: Von 2016 bvs 2018 lag die Holzentnahme um...

Environmental sciences: Satellite data suggest a surge in forest harvesting in Europe

Rrsearch highlight Nature Juty 2, 2020 Harvested forest area and forest blomass loss increased by 43% and 69% respectively, In...

201501 0% 53 HI21 4 N30 3248 F2N(Nature)

{8 Bfofejci= 202047824 Nature 583, 7814 1R{Forest)® BRK 2 B Carbon sinks)o|o], O} LEA||ofl LR 7|4 AR #E4|
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Forest harvesting in Europe threatens climate goals: study

Annual forest harvesting in 26 European countries Increased nearly 50 percent during 2016:2018 compared to an average of the...

Waldwirtschaft: Ist der Holzeinschlag in Europa sprunghaft angestiegen?

Walowirtschaft: Ist der Holzeinschlag in Europa sprunghaft Lat E

P2 5622016 deutiich..

Europe losing forest to harvesting at alarming rate, data suggests

Europe has Jost a vastly Increased ares of forest to harvesting In recent years, data suggests, reducing the continent’s carbon...

Holzeinschlag in EU drastisch gestiegen

Satellvencaten Der Holzelnschlag n den Landern der EU hat skch drasisch erhoht: Von 2016 bls 2018 wurden fast doppelt 50..,

Waldrodungen in Europa haben zugenommen - wissenschaft.de

Europa (st 2u mehr als einem Drittel mit Wakl bedeckt. Doch wie nun eine Studle aufzesgt, relfen In diesen Waklem seit 2016..






* One flawed paper gets disproportionate attention, sowing
dispute

* Science process has promoted it, rather than being critical
* |t contains unsupported policy suggestions

* Science journalists picks it up as (a) it is in Nature after all..,
(b) it has news worthiness, (c) everyone else picks it up, (d)
capacity for critical review is missing

* Institutional manoeuvring — bordering corruption

* More of an opinion piece for current campaigns than science
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Monitoring of Forests
through Remote Sensing

Final Report
to assess the annual forest harvesting in the 28 EU countries. This study clearly illustrates the critical

role of EO to assess the EU policies impact by highlighting an unexpected increase of forest harvest for
the last few years in relation to the new EU bioeconomy policy, an increase of the harvested forest patch
sizes impacting negatively the biodiversity landscape, and the carbon impact in conflict with the EU
climate targets in the context of the Paris Agreement. Such analysis demonstrating the interest of wall-
to-wall mapping compared to classical inventory-based statistics (e.g. Eurostat, FAO) for analysing the
policies impact calls for an independent solution to monitor the EU forest using the Copernicus assets.

”

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/38567f41-288b-11eb-9d7e-01aa75ed71al/language-en/format-PDF/source-172477840



EC & EU member countries have spent a lot of time on the paper...

Bl 7o #resz0206526179 - 101172020

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Directorate D. Sustainability

and income support

D.4. Environment, climate change, forestry and bio-economy

Brussels,
AGRIL.DDG2.D/PB

Joint Meeting of the Standing Forestry Committee and the Civil Dialogue Group
“Forestry & Cork”

MINUTES

15-16 October 2020 (Videoconference, Webex)

Chair: Mr Mauro Poinelli (European Commission) and Mr Antonio Paula Soares/Mr
Meirten Larsson (CDG Forestry & Cork)

Organisations present: All Member States were present except Denmark, Luxembourg
and Romania and from CDGFC all organisations were present, except EFFAT.

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupMeetingDoc&docid=44623

3 the latest JRC study

JRC made a presentation that is available oa CIRCABC.
Questions and answers
Cyprus asked if Cypeus was abseat from the study.

JRC confirmed that some couniries, such as Cyprus and Malta were pot covered by the
study.

eden thanked JRC for the presentation and stressed its shared enthusiasm for using
Sl S samlring fres, 2 e el Gamgey s chock fl whole GOy
twice a week and its remote sensing division of the forest agency is  great supporter of the
techaique. It raised several was published in Nature, as the
by JRC focused In the articl, it is claimed
e o il barvetiog e i Swedcn ncrosed by 41% i the died peried. o (8,000
ha, which in volume would smount o 20 million m'. Opposite, Swedish university of
agriculture, NFI data and the Swedish remote scnsing analysis” tcam, supporicd by satcliic
imagery, poiats 10 a 7-§% decrease in this period. Official harvesting’s statistics show mdeed
that the gross harvesting volume has somewhat increased by around 3%. Thus, Sweden
investigated further 1o understand where from the big increase found by this swdy came
. It looked nto other independent official statisics like productions, trade and energy
ones. The consumption of roundwood in the Swedish industry (c.g. sawmil, p..m )
increased by 3% but the consumption of roundwood for energy decreased by $%
nidpieiod. Thie chusged chrampond whth ol odes o d s s L mnm.

‘machines). Morcover, Sweden poiated out that if more harvesting was taking place, more
people should work in forestry, which official employment statistics do not confirm.
Therefoee, ollegially agree that the harvesting rates that are
prescated in the study must come from fault in calculation and method, rather than the
situation in Swedish forest of biococonomy. Sweden ruised its unhappiness about the study

JRC thanked Sweden for is interest and the carcful check ofits satistcs. It stresscd that the

study was designed o look at the whole of Europe and should thercfore not be Jooked at

Somy speiic comiry soge. AS sl body, C oo b ltent sd consorn on
the mismatcl

ities cannot explain the gaps. Thus, reasons remain unclear
mlll(‘cﬂh(uﬁl‘lbﬂ)u\nlwndwml

EUSTAFOR endorsed the ambition of for

Hungary is open 1o discus the results to guide it in the right direction to avoid a further
simlar issue.

JRC knowiedgnd et he popes ves ovremsprced s (et crciacprsinion of ks
s always an The inital scope was 1o

‘oted that this can caly be ackieved by data analysis. For this JRC
Ma.«an incorporate saellte images in the upcoming EU Observatory work. It

€ and design within the Observatory a place 1o work joinly on the issor.
IRC scknouicdged he diculis rodoced b the pubbstion n Nt b remimded
5.8 rescarch insttute, it nocds o “opcn the way” for new developments.

‘Spain thasiks for soled that it was surprised

cofleagues by e study,

excoed by far any official mmca oo oy n s, Span cotd ht e s
identified in the aric 10 productive forest arcas with

Ieivan e, whih could ove orn i o 3 possible cause. Spain

data sources and staistical duts, in o similar way as

cstemates are significantly
ible_ reasons for this

the Usion. This being said, Eustafor d opposite conclusions than the coe
o by . brvcipion 0 s wll e  ded o but t s g, e
S g o s O . e SO . e S Y 8
cumatly b g wed ool for the imenalfcton of arvesing i ecent yers. B

foun this umortnae since & s confmion o the dscusion pesjor o

by very . e s lllccxplnnm\ ia the Noture’s article related to the harvest
increasc, i.c. a growing bioeconomy, is not supparted by Swedish production, trade, energy
and noe emy statistics. Official Swedish statics do pot indicate any increased use of
Wepmacrsend woed ok et bcraas . divl comnmctes(which e s by barvotig

JRC reiterated its call for a joint effort to understand where
tressed that the future EU Observat
have a platform to discuss and produce a joint effort. The Observ
place 1o collect all available data and 1o harmonise it. JRC noted that the situstion is
unfortumate but that this is 8 noremal way for scicnces 10 progress.

the gaps are coming from. It

Hangur s IRC i s peirndon and sppcied previonssposkry stemen bt
remote sensing is an excellent tool 1o collect it and changes in forcst and to
impeave forest inveatory. In this, it fully suppors the type of work done by JRC but added
6 oo e ity appimnd 1 W 8 M e i fimguiak st

the said
u..m It noted that Hungary was mot approached 1o comment on the outcomes, Which

i, o compare them
the credibility of the EU is very much
Hungary. In one hand,
haryested areas, and on the other hand.

climate change negotiations. Hungary noted that politicians usaally have no time to go in-
depeh in the details of the article. The only take out messages that politicians got was that

between JRC and the Member

‘States and 3 coontinated verification before publication.

(g forest fires, drought, pests or lscsses). Spain e the compare the JRC

outcomes eld data. For this, it asked about the passibility of
the g od results of the article by openvaccess or by request. §

forest dota.

with reliable field data, cspocially when the results are alarming and inexplicable s n this

SRC wkuonlodghd s Sl o s of e e sl o whl Mgt I et o1&
cnet. 1 sid e here might b s spcifi e i s et ik s

the tree cover frum Hansen, just because the definitions of JRC stated

e e o (oS s €t 5 nnm eeren e 5 Spanash definution

refrn o 3. Such comtr-peciicies e 4 chabago o fad the bt \-m e

ley, and it will need to be improved With regards t0 the code and analy
;uhludy Vlble nd il Hanscn's daast can b fenicved fron Glohal Forest Wetch”
‘website informed JRC.

Crech Republic asked aboust the exact definition of the term “harvested area” I explained

audonl ek of 1 M o 8 clw-cu. Ia ailin, 2oy
and established
regeneration, 50 at least 7 years. Therefare, Caech :.p.mx asked how the stady avoided to
double count singie

JRC explained that gap sizes are evalusted yearly and that idestificsion of newly harvested
pew during,
the same year, JRC poted that this approach is not perfect as two ifferent properties

the
cooperating fruitfully with R e more an 16 Yo wder umework consacts on
g aid A rgreed
elating 0 the Notuee's aricle ENFIN was not mwl»rdnull "Foe the e,

Wwould cause and stressed i shoakd have used “harvest”. On gap size, JRC believes sl that
the issue comes from the algorithn anc wsed crteria o define where a gap ends and where
the other ane sarts. JRC said tha type of analyss and carrections would be quickly carried

seing ook for foesty pplcaion Anwupnunim\hnmeb\mdndﬂ.llcd
verview the idensficd  shoccoming  of  the aicle  (sec

Ooe of these

ot accounted for at al. To illustrate this, for Austr

55%, the double of the natiocal definition. This could uphn the mismatches said Austria

X sensing

dsa wiin the EU and 10 avoid  top-down sppevach. To ths sim, the inclusion and

pathering of the national expertise i crucial, gathering shoukd not be fimted o dat. For the
et wi

e atu eided hat 1,000,000 plots i he EU s mositsod by NFL ENFIN s NFI
e st ol Fkioued d b decdo-oog xperto wi et seing sk sl beng

1 e vahuble ke of id v Aria
Crpeced fun cocpersion between ENFIN 1ad JAC, remote. sensing
technologies.
JRC took note of the Austrien suggestion and reitcrated that this  ained 10 happen within
the EU Observatory, JRC called for NFI plots o be fully useful fo remote sensing and bo be

i those

Austria answered that coordination has been discussed between ENFIN and JRC for more
than

Finland thanked for the presentation and the imporeant discussion taking place in the SFC
many coantries have decades of

Fikid § gives 7 bn avenge soe, whih 13 wel sbove malral e
average of 1.3 ba in private forests and 3ba in public forests. Fioland that
saiclit imagery might mix up properties” boundaris, but thes camnot be sufficient 10 explain
5 beve of ducpuncin. Pk el o el compmir,with s s
Soeiad Gt o bl model o e coding migt 3t
s ol b sametin . P reiaded I e ot epaintwrd
for “harvest”. “Fosest loss™ has a strong negative meaning = s relsted o deforestation.
wherets vest reated 0 the o) harvesing Witk sustanabl ot mamgenen

end up by generatiog larger clear cut that the sdministrative id JRC. JRC

practices.

. 50 in terms of treds, i remain
vddm-lm-mlwnlmnwl‘ﬁn‘uwﬁew . Rogardeg e sz of e
3p, sing harvestod areas were excladed from the analyis sid JRC due 10 heirfoo-

oo thenk i the prescteion and s i the plp s pger ity wecome
sciences based wnd accurste sosrces a5 they are iomportant for of
biocconcmy I,dmdwm-m[ﬂl.dENl’!Nnﬂd.C&wmdennll
many issves remaining relating 1o the siudy and they need 1o be solved. Cepi suy

Hengry st it when JC pubi e & costonil sy & 1 demasog

mFﬂmdmk-muc[mmmukluuMywl
wider owtreach than just Nature's readers.

IR e et commmicion calining d it fm iy pibbeion
Ml sl k] X Ak S
used and o JRC tried to comvey the

m:w

Ratsb nried ot B sl iy wice i el h ditpumcios ot
with the study. I also woesered

I ot s 1t oy 1 e weking wih 'su.mmm..m-
scnsing and deplored the negaive (mpact that the stady had o the percepton of Estonisn
work. Estonia, therefore, called for future close contacts abead of any publications and
‘whished that JRC would be i touch with Estoaian NFI for the revised article in Nature

its link with the trade of specific commodities such as soybeans or beel. In addition, the
Obseevatory will have a specific interest on EU forests, with focus on climate risk for forest
(work is already oagoing within JRC) and how 1o better design adaptation strategies. The
Observatory will help to better monitor the resources, with methodologies that could arise
from this study. JRC stressed be both

Birdlife Europe asked on bow these studics relate to the trend that has been reflected by the

Member States in their National Energy and Climate Plans that natural sinks are decreasing

due o several factors, including an increase of natural disturbances and increase of

barvesting. That information reveals that sround a third of the carbon sink declining out o
005,

in terms of f the

The Chair thanked all participants for the interesting discussion and suggested 10 move to
the discussion of the next poiat.

4)  Presentation by EFI of the recent study

Mare Palahi, Ruben Valbuena and Gert-Jan Nabuurs from EFI gave & presentstion
catitled “Errors undermine reporting harvest in a recent Nature article”. These three
scieatists Nature from JRC.
The whole sy f s conll of i 30 ekl s 14 s iediog b
author from this work, they

and interpretations by JRC Pthon hic mldoe both e b of mu.u changes in
forest harvesting as well as the causes behind it. According to EFI, the main flaws in
Ceccherini et al artcle are: 1) the use of a remote sensing product that s not consistent over
time and cannot be used 10 temporal analysis; 2) they did pot factor out the natural
disturbances whereas EFI ientified several areas of natural disturbances claimed to be wood
harvest increase is due o bioeconomy growth is not supported

ientific findings. CEPF welcomed the call of JRC for improved
114 2o sl oo, CEPF clod TRC stsing s ettty -nocs b
brave 10 open the debote”. However, CEPF moted that this articl and the related study are
song a8
oty e sty RC study aims to
Green Deal implementation, rcalled CEPF. This s problemasic as the u:lnmi(
deta s ot ver whik e oty e sc. Then, CEPF asked three
the study_endorsed by .
e

s an ofcal

a
1o monitar biocconamy, CEPE asked for more informasion atian, Thirdly,
i Dickemtation tad oot degradon’s Grairy was arady seven S
‘mentiooed, CEPF asked is the method used in this study s aimed al being used in this

e Ecvposn Commistion

JRC exphined that as & research institate it doss scieaces and scientific spport 1o
‘policymaking. not policy. Therefore, ts scientific production is approved within JRC own
ey and hen hrod wh the Commisin, IRC xplind tht e s of syl s
about could be & way o support e developasent of the Biocconomy

e informed wih such data. JRC further elaborated that it would be interesting 10 be sble o
plant by

study, ool be consderd i s S Ou the EIf Obsevucry ¢

JRC sprnt shou the coapemin poln xnd by Pislund st
Could e th. formal s g o the . Withregrds 10, the “FowetJos, JRC su ht 4
was 40 unfortunate use of the tem, &5 i is the ome origimally used by Hansen in the wee

cover dataset. JRC did not anticipate the impact it could have, nor the misisterpretations it

S D) bty ok v o sy o
U The Obsecvsoy sk o saiir globl fores, iochoding EU sue, wih wipes
jectvs oy muliple ntrances iid RC. | will wok spcifialy on

deforestation, the assessment of

EFipe their analysis shows that neither the claimed changes nor their

different countrics, disciplines and sources. They also called for urgent scicnce-based
climate-smart forestry stralegies.

In answer to this presentation, JRC said the change that took place in the model in 2015 is
ot written in any techical doc
it 10 which EF asked o

al). JRC further explained that this information was taken scriously, and therefore it was
desded 1o o alation enecitn rvsgh 8 sple-besed apyach eying ca e viswl

assessment of high-resolution acria e ol s,
did muhw-m;hﬂm-mnyhmwnpmwnmumw years, us suggested by

About natural €, sented include all the n.mum. including m
disturbances. EFI author &um thor's n-phxd
that it incloded the pan

‘where disturbances the
u in JRC arice. IRC ¢ cllnﬁed s e ammh-m are

aside from . On the atribution, it is 3
and he ot wmcerui s Rndamestaly difficul fo cotablih  diret
attribution of an event like harvesting in Europe. This was a minor part of the study, It was
ot possible to find
requires more work The way
discrepancies. Doing it all together with EFI and other authoes s the best way 10 go.

CCOPA-COGECA, UEF and CEPF expressed support 1o the presentations and conclusions
of EFL

Gert-Jan Nabuurs answered that the climate progress report docs indicatc a declining sink
but that is only for the Kyoto protocol part of the reporting and that is different from the
reporting of the full carbon sink. There are indications that the full sink s declining a litlle
bit, not as much as what the Kyoto protocol part indicates.

CEPF asked i ther will b a publication i th Nature Magazine of the mare differeninied
initial aticl. the group of
people who St o s o the full picture. E!
that it may be published in a month if the replica is accepted by Nature. If these would not be
published in Nature, it will be pablished somewhere else. JRC indicated that they also
received the comments from EFI and replied 1o these 5o if Nature decided to publish EFI
replica, JRC reply published 1o

Fial
with

highlighted the importance of the excellent presentation by EFI, which is aligned
‘worrics on the inital asticle published in Nature

Sweden indicated that the methodological exercise under discussion s very interesting and
reminded that there are many independent sources of statisics that would have shown an
indication of a change if therc had been one. but they have not. From the SE official position,
the results prescated in Nature are faulty and impossible.

to EFL the Member
States before the publication of dsta. The results presented in Nature do not reflect the
harvesting situation i Poland and it would be appreciated that data is checked with the
Member States.

Austria said that afler this discussion and all statements, @ follow up is needed to find &
common solution and communication line and asked what the European Comission intends
1o do.

DG AGRI stressed that it is imponant 1o remain careful 10 not underestimate political

sensitivities. When tew directions and instruments arc ¢ it is important to remain

humble, transparent, prudent and opened to a cooperation inside the Commission and outside

the Commission. This diocusion b shown the the Members of the SFC are pened to
and DG AGRI

brcgrrmlle el DGAuMh-bdprdluln
collect data cn the national inventories -:d w|l] distribute the information collected from the

Member States on natural disturbances and presented during the moming session. Regarding
the article in Nature, wAGmmemnwm\anmmmm and
that some clarifications should be brought 1o specify that the aim of the exercise was
methodological explortion.

JRC replied that they are on ager y a
different level for the monitoring and reporting of forcst information st EU scale. The

en NFI and remote scasing is important, and a formal process could be set
o fully integrate these “two legs”



https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupMeetingDoc&docid=44623

What are the risks?

* for science integrity?
* with science as a political power?
*in eroding trust in established evidence and data?

* of ineffective/erroneous policy decisions?



