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One Health Field Network
www.onehealthfieldnetwork.com

Improving Preparedness to 
Threats to Human, Animal 
and Environmental Health
Informing transition pathways from emergency aid to 

longer-term strategic planning



One Health Field Network
Food Security Intelligence and Evidence-based Interventions for Local Sustainable 

Development in Fragile and Conflict-affected States

A holistic One Health 
approach to improving 
long-term preparedness 
and response to threats 
to food, health and 
environmental security 
in fragile and conflict-
affected states 

* Protracted conflict

From security towards sustainability



Aims of One Health 
Field Network

To strengthen partnerships and create a 
platform for dialogue between academics 
(and those in exile), decisionmakers, 
practitioners and lay people 

To facilitate integration of local knowledge 
and expertise to improve decision-making and 
strategy development for long-term and 
highly uncertain futures



• …Unwritten cultural practices and oral, 
community-based intergenerational 
knowledge transmission may be  
disrupted by conflict, or other global 
shocks (climate change, COVID-19..). 

• Fragmentation of community networks 
(Zuntz 2021), increases the risk that 
expert knowledge held by agricultural 
communities may be permanently lost.

• Local knowledge, connection and 
expertise may be ignored or 
inadvertently excluded by intelligence 
gathering and analysis activities 
informing humanitarian social and 
development programmes.
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Trusted 
partnerships 

built over time
For Shaher Abdullateef, Tefide Kizildeniz, Esraa  Almasshour, Anas Kadour, Rida Anis, Clara 

Calia, Ann-Christin Zuntz, Martín del Valle Menendez 
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Inform transition 
pathways from 

emergency aid to 
longer-term strategic 

planning



FIELD SONGS

WATERFORE SYRIAN FOOD FUTURES

REFUGEE LABOUR 
UNDER 

LOCKDOWN

RECYLCING RUINS
Refugee and Migrant Waste - pickers in Türkiye 
after the 2023 Earthquake

FROM THE FIELD: Inclusion of Syrian 
refugees in response measures to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the region 



• Diminished international government 
cooperation

• Declining economic prosperity 
• Decreased aid available to the poorest 

countries
• Natural disasters
• Short-term economic growth at expense of 

clean air, water, energy and peaceful and 
resilient ecosystems

Photo credit: Boden 2023

Photo credit: Ertan Karabiyik
Earthquake Turkiye 2023

Photo credit: Zuntz 2024
“Waste-picking economy”

Drivers of Change



Multiple, overlapping risks to 
health and security require 

new approaches

• No access to sanitation, disease protection 
methods, healthcare and diagnostics

• Decreasing household income 
• Increasingly precarious livelihoods
• Decreased hours worked
• No access to cash

• Increased food insecurity – but  not 
because of lack of availability
• Increased food and transport costs 
• Increased dependency on food markets
• Reliance on coping strategies: less expensive food, 

borrowing food, or not eating at all



Leads to reshaping of 
social relations…

• Inside the home: gendered implications 
for workload and household

• Inside the community: disrupt, but also 
sometimes strengthen relationships with 
neighbours; erosion of local & 
transnational support networks

• At work: exacerbate relationships of 
dependency



“We lack accurate statistics since the beginning 
of the revolution….We don't have any correct 

statistics about agriculture….

There is no official entity to take care of these 
statistics to archive them and document them. 
As a result, we cannot assess needs …whether 
it is related to crops or to livestock. There is a 

gap between the statistics and the 
recommendations…” 

…And 
challenges to 

evidence-based 
decision-making



Photo – Looking across the Syrian border

Lessons learned from 
North-West Syria



• Develop expertise and tools outwith emergencies- e.g. EPIC 
model (www.epicscotland.com)

• Invest in technology for early warning systems, surveillance and 
disease response capacity

• Ground-truth models and socio-economic approaches to assess 
mitigation measures and control strategies

• Use data-rich, instructive exemplars of how to improve 
preparedness

Borrow ideas that work



Enhancing mutual 
understanding of the 

research traditions/norms 
in different disciplines, 
teams, organisations, 
regions and countries 

where we work

Academics and 
Researchers

Creative and innovative 
problem solving driven 
by curiosity driven and 

applied research

Decision-makers
Good judgment

High quality guidelines, 
policy and legislation

Practitioners
Best practice and impact 

on positive behaviour 
change

Seeking, creating 
and mobilizing 

knowledge

BridgingBrokering

Building

Create information and innovation ecosystems

Funders
Stability
Security

Accessibiity

Growing industry 
partnerships and 

funding to catalyse 
impact

Engaging with 
learned 

societies, expert 
working groups 
and advisory 

boards



OHFN

Invest in knowledge brokering activities 
to answer the “right" questions 

Mobilise 
intelligence across 
geopolitical, 
disciplinary and 
cultural 
boundaries to 
counter 
displacement and 
low connectivity



Values- i.e. what is worth protecting

Means – i.e. how we quantify and protect allegedly 
positive values

Ends – i.e. what makes a “healthy” life and “good” life

Incorporate expertise on cultural heritage 

Photo credit: Boden 2022

Wilson, Gathorne-Hardy, Alexander and Boden (2018) Why “Culture” Matters for 
PlanetaryHealth, The Lancet, Planetary Health



• Dominance of western viewpoints
• Positionality of knowledge produced and how 
knowledge is perceived (Bakhuni and Abimbola 2021).

• Fixed ideas about growth and extractive nature of 
relationships

Question assumptions 

Photo credit: Boden 2022

Wilson, Gathorne-Hardy, Alexander and Boden (2018) Why “Culture” Matters for 
PlanetaryHealth, The Lancet, Planetary Health



Build community-based  
partnerships

To include local and traditional knowledge of cultural 
and social dimensions

And shape how we ask questions, identify problems, 
measure outcomes, and devise solutions to improve 

acceptability and appropriateness of interventions

Photo credit: Boden 2019

For Rida Anis and others from Cara Syria
Missing: Kate Robertson, Tom Parkinson



Use horizon scanning and foresighting activities to 
explore diverse (polarised) futures and build solidarity 

and understanding between sectors



Stakeholder-led 
needs assessments 

and strategy 
development



• A One Health approachunearths interconnected risks at 
intersection of humanitarian, security and sustainability 
agendas- and informs preparedness to improve health and 
welfare

• Goal: Health and well-being- going beyond the presence or 
absence of disease

• Effective and sustainable interventions require:
• Integrated research, policymaking and programming
• Horizontal connections between local, transnational 

(displaced academics) and external expertise. 
• Vertical connections between academic knowledge and 

local knowledge. 
• Recognition of the gendered nature of knowledge 

production/creation/transfer and of the appeal to 
innovations. 

*Khosla, Allotey, and Gruskin 2022.

Conclusions

Photo by Shaher Abdullateef
Affrin, Syria
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Thank you 



To learn more about our work and research 
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Website: www.onehealthfieldnetwork.com

Email:  Lisa.Boden@ed.ac.uk 
  

   @OneHealthFIELD

   One Health FIELD Network
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